
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



William and Mary Quarterly 149 

pity that more of the history of its unique establishment has not been 
handed down to us. The church had a membership almost entirely, if 
not altogether, of negroes. Moses, a negro, and afterwards a man called 
Gowan Pamphlet preached among them. 

After faithfully tracing the development of the negro through the 
seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Mr. Earnest is of 
opinion that while "many modern negroes have proved themselves un- 
worthy to be recipients of so many Christian labors, many more have 
shown by their deeds that not one iota of the Christian labors expended 
on them has been misplaced." This, I believe, is a view in which most 
unbiased Southern men agree. 

Sketches of a Tour to the Western Country, Through the States of Ohio 
and Kentucky, etc. By Fortescue Cumming, with Notes, Intro- 
ductions, Index, etc., by Reuben Gold Thwaites. Cleveland, Ohior 
The Arthur Clarke Company. 1914. 

This work, though a separate publication, constitutes Vol. IV. in 
the series of "Early Western Travels." It is a reprint and the contents 
are most interesting. Cumming was what one may call a good traveller — 
he was uniformly good natured and his remarks are free from any tinge 
of cynicism or superiority. In this respect he differs from the majority 
of English travellers in his day, who, because they did not find all the 
civilization of ancient Europe in America, dwelt very much upon Ameri- 
can imperfections and often exaggerated them. Cumming, on the con- 
trary, tells of elegant, beautiful homes and fine fields of corn and grain 
met with in his travels. He has many good things to say of the people 
in the Mississippi River region. The journeys narrated were taken dur- 
ing two successive years. The first in January, 1807, was a pedestrian 
tour from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. The second from May to September 
consisted of a river trip from Maysville down the Ohio and Mississippi 
to Bayon Pierre, and a horse-back ride through the settlements of Mis- 
sissippi Territory lying along the Mississippi and some distance inland, 
on its tributaries. It is essentially a virile life to which Cumming intro- 
duces us — confident and boisterous, the civilized tinged with the primitive- 
ness of the wild. Indian fighters had become rare, and the mighty 
struggle with the wilderness had passed, but there was a survival of the 
ancient conditions in the crudeness of the social life which he represents. 
Heated politics, heavy drinking, and boisterous amusements are char- 
acteristic of this Western Country. And yet side by side with them, 
we have the hospitality, cultivation and charm of the upper classes. 

The work is copiously annotated by Dr. Thwaites. It is very care- 
fully and beautifully printed. 



